OBJECTIVE STATEMENT EXAMPLE

Topic:  The Failure of Communism
As World War I came to an end, countries throughout Europe were devastated from four years of fighting.  Cities and towns were physically destroyed, and families were decimated, with over 8 million men lost on the battlefield.   
Perhaps the most far reaching blow came to the economic systems of those countries involved.  Russia had withdrawn from the war in 1917 after the starvation of the “turnip winter”, and the success of the Bolsheviks in winning communist support of the people.  In Germany too, even before the armistice was signed, communist revolution erupted because of its notorious hyperinflation and raging unemployment.  
Across the Western World communist party membership skyrocketed, as its dogma appealed to the most down trodden.  While many countries more totalitarian regimes stamped out communism in the interwar year period, Communism had not lost its appeal for many by the close of WWII in 1945.  
The democratic nations of Europe, as well as the United States however abandoned their neutral policies of the interwar year period for a collective approach in order to maintain the stability of democratic governments.  These so-called Cold War alliances promoted democratic principles and the very beginnings of the welfare state in order the prevent a reoccurrence of the chaotic previous interwar year period.  
By the end of the 2Oth Century the democratic governments of the west were providing many of the services previously promised in Soviet Russia, while maintaining greater individual liberties and a much higher standard of living.  With the growth and successes of Western economies in the 1980s, the Communist systems seemed unable to compete.  By the 1990s the Soviet Union, its people and many of its leadership yearned for change.  In the end it was the self-directed reforms that led to the implosion of the Communist system.
Thesis:

Although the devastation of World War I was a primary cause of the communist revolutions that took place in the first half of the twentieth century, it was Cold War policies after WWII that ushered in the age of democratic welfare sates.  In the end it was the Soviet system attempt to compete with the appealing western lifestyle that prompted its eventual collapse and the ‘victory’ of the West.
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