World History Honors 9

Summary:  Political History of the Ancient Near East
Background

How did the geography play an important role in the political development of Ancient Mesopotamia?

How is this different than Ancient Egyptian History?

What ancient groups of people do historians label Mesopotamian? Near Eastern?
Identify the Near Eastern/Mesopotamian Civilization:
· Which of the Mesopotamians is the earliest known civilized group to inhabit the Tigris and Euphrates valley?  When did their civilization take root?
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What is an empire, and which Mesopotamian civilization is credited with building the first empire?  Who specifically is Sargon?
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What are codified laws; how are Hammurabi’s laws an example of codified law; and what people of Mesopotamia did Hammurabi lead?

· What Mesopotamian civilization combined the knowledge of iron working, military might, and appreciation of learning, to create a large and wealthy empire?  Who were some of their most important leaders?
Concluding activity: 
Label the timeline below with the period of rule for each of the above mentioned civilizations?  
