Ancient History of the Near East: Overview
3 Primary group origins
1. Semitic (Hebrew, Arabic, Assyrian, Babylonian)

2. Indo European (English, German, Greek, Latin, Persian, Indian)

3. Sumerians (no known connections)

Locations: The Near East

1. Between the Tigris and Euphrates (Mesopotamia)

2. Shinar (Southern region; mouth of Rivers)

3. Iranian Plateau (Elamite, Kassites,Medes, Persians)

4. Levant (Phoenicians, Hebrews) (Present day Lebanon, Israel, Palestine)

5. Anatolia; Asia Minor (Turkey)
6. Nile River Valley
Focus: Innovative Sites of Near East

Ancient Sumer and Ancient Egyptian Nile Valley
The Era of Invasions, ca 1750-1600 BC
After Sumer & Old Kingdom-  Dark Age Period – Transition to Earliest of the Empires of the Near East
During this period, we find two major groups of invaders.  
1) the Semites, peoples from the Arabian desert who migrated into Northern Mesopotamia, Syria, Palestine, and Egypt
2) the Indo-Europeans, or the Aryans—the same peoples who crossed into India about 1800BC—, who came from the Eurasian steppe and brought with them new techniques of warfare, the horse-drawn chariot, and a new language, which has influenced the development of Sanskrit, Persian, Greek, Latin, and modern European languages.  These Indo-Europeans moved into Central Europe, Italy, Greece, Iran, India, and the Near East, where they settled down and established kingdoms and later the Persian Empire. 

Sequence of dominant groups in Mesopotamia

1. Ubaidians

2. Sumerians

3. Akkadians

4. Amorites (Old Babylonian)

5. Hittites – Indo European in origin
6. Assyrians

7. Chaldeans (New Babylonians)

8. Persians (Influenced by Elamites, Medians) Indo-European in origin
Significant groups in the Levant  (During power vacuum)
1. Hebrews

2. Phoenicians

Development of Nile Valley
1. Old Kingdom (Pyramid Age)
2. Middle Kingdom  (Hyksos Invasion)
3. New Kingdom[image: image1.png]



